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CEPA welcomes federal government changes to pipeline 
approvals process 

 
Calgary, Alberta – The Canadian Energy Pipeline Association (CEPA) applauds the federal 
government’s decision to eliminate red tape in pipeline projects which are federally regulated, 
and replace them with simpler processes that offer improved environmental protection.  The 
2010 Speech from the Throne indicated that the government plans to "untangle the daunting 
maze of regulations that needlessly complicates project approvals"; to continue to invest in 
clean energy technologies; and to reform the northern regulatory regime to help expedite key 
pipeline projects. 
 
“CEPA welcomes this decision, which will help our member companies’ pipeline projects avoid 
duplicative procedures and unnecessary red tape, while ensuring a better process for protecting 
our environment,” said Brenda Kenny, president of CEPA.  “Delaying decisions on these 
projects does not make them safer or more environmentally sound and in fact delays can move 
projects to construction times that are less ideal for the environment.” 
 
The Speech from the Throne reads that: Responsibility for conducting environmental 
assessments for energy projects will be delegated from the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency to the National Energy Board and the Canadian Nuclear Safety 
Commission for projects falling under their respective areas of expertise. 
 
The National Energy Board (NEB), which has been in operation for over 50 years, is only 
accountable for large pipeline projects and international power-lines. This does not affect 
resource projects within provinces, such as oilsands. 
 
“The changes in processes provide greater certainty to the industry. Well-coordinated and 
consolidated management and oversight is the best way to deliver results,” said Kenny.  “In 
terms of rigor, quality of evidence, quality of decision-making, focus on environmental results, 
and inspection and monitoring, the NEB will adhere to the same impressive standards.” 
 
Pipelines are the safest way in the world to transport oil and gas and the track record of 
Canadian pipeline companies is second to none.  CEPA member companies have built an 
outstanding pipeline system to transport energy to North Americans in the safest and most 
environmentally sound way, but are currently at a critical juncture in our country’s history to build 
the infrastructure necessary to deliver clean, reliable and affordable energy to all Canadians.   
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For more information please contact Mandy Dinning at 403.831.3542. 
 
 
About CEPA 
 
CEPA member companies are world leaders in Health, Safety and Environmental performance. 
Together we transport 97 per cent of the oil and natural gas produced in Canada over 100,000 



 

 

kilometres of pipeline in both Canada and the United States.  Our members’ pipelines connect 
to form a continental energy delivery system that serves a market of more than 400 million 
people in Canada, the United States and Mexico. In order to meet forecast market demand for 
petroleum products, CEPA members will invest upwards of $40 billion (CDN) in expansion over 
the next 15 years, a number that doubles to over $85 billion if the Alaska and Mackenzie 
projects become a reality.  For more information on CEPA go to www.cepa.com 
 


